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Panthera is an international nonprofit whose sole mission is the
conservation of the world's 36 species of wild cats. Bringing together the
knowledge and expertise of the world's top cat biologists, and working in
partnership with local and international NGOs, scientific institutions,
universities and government agencies, Panthera develops and implements
range-wide species conservation strategies for the world's most imperiled
wild cats.

Glorious Guyana: A New Frontier for Panthera's
Jaguar Program

Panthera continues to extend its reach
to protect jaguars throughout their
range, including countries where little is
known about these amazing animals.
Recently, Panthera ecologists Howard
Quigley and Esteban Payan conducted
an exploratory trip to Guyana to
determine the status of jaguars there.
They were elated to find vast tracts

of jaguar habitat and initial data
indicating that Guyana's jaguar
population is potentially quite large.
However, threats to Guyana's jaguar
population are present, and appear to
be mainly hunting and habitat loss due
to gold mining and logging. While
perhaps an inconvenience for the people ji§
of Guyana, it also appears that a lack of '
a developed transportation system has
limited and prevented human T OSW SAf o
development in many areas, resulting in o e =
relatively undisturbed and undeveloped areas for wildlife. In order to
maintain these critical areas and secure healthy and functioning corridors
for jaguars and other wildlife, careful conservation planning and
implementation is needed. Panthera will continue to explore jaguar territory
in Guyana and the surrounding areas, and ultimately help to secure these
areas in our efforts to preserve jaguars and their habitat throughout their
range.

For more information on Panthera's jaguar corridor program, please visit
http://www.panthera.org/jaguar corridor.html.
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Jaguars Don't Live Here Anymore

In case you missed Alan Rabinowitz's Op-ed piece in the New York Times
boldly opposing the US Fish and Wildlife Service's decision to designate
"critical habitat" for jaguars in the US, please click here.

Tigers Flying High in Myanmar
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A picture is worth a thousand words and this one especially so. A dedicated
team of tiger conservationists, who have been searching for tiger signs in
Myanmar's Hukaung Valley, the world's largest tiger reserve established by
Panthera's CEO Alan Rabinowitz, were elated to find this latest photo in
their camera trap! Tigers are rare to begin with (sadly due to poaching), but
when searching for them in an area the size of Vermont, innovative
measures and a heavy dose of determination are needed! The team of WCS
field staff in Myanmar, who are working in collaboration with Panthera on
the Tigers Forever Initiative, have nicknamed themselves the "Flying Tigers"
invoking efficiency and stealth to determine what is happening to tigers in
the Hukaung Reserve. Instead of just employing camera traps and
undertaking tiger sign surveys, local people are also joining in and working
with Panthera to literally scour the area for tigers.

The Flying Tigers, with assistance from the local communities, are collecting
information on tiger numbers and distribution across the reserve, and have
already confirmed several tiger sightings. As part of the Tigers Forever
initiative, threats continue to be monitored, and local police and forest
department staff are deterring hunting and confiscating weapons. Due in
large part to Tigers Forever, prey levels have begun to increase, and
poaching levels are dropping. The existence of this photographed tiger may
indicate that this area is becoming safer for tigers, and we are cautiously
hopeful that this trend will continue.

For more information on Panthera's tiger programs, please visit
http://www.panthera.org/tiger programs projects.html.
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Huffington Post's Cat Tales: Brush with a Tigress

Last October, Panthera
gathered stories from our
scientists, researchers, and
partners to document their
favorite encounters with big
cats in the wild. In light of
the upcoming Year of The
Tiger (February 14th) we
would like to share a story by
Andrea Heydlauff about her
inspiring and unforgettable
first encounter with a wild
tiger in Bandipur, India.

@UKaranth/WCS .
To read Andrea's story on the

Huffington Post, please click here.

Guest of Honor: The Jaguar

In late December, Panthera Colombia took part in a jaguar festival held in a
small town in critical jaguar habitat in northern Colombia. For two days, the
community participated in festivities, including dancing, theatre, puppet
shows, musical acts, and handicraft production, all with an engaging central
inspiration: the jaguar. Panthera staff were delighted to take part in this
unique festival, which inspired community members, many of whom share
their homes with jaguars and often experience a lack of tolerance from living
with this predator, to come together to understand, value, and ultimately
protect one of their most important and threatened resident species. This is
just one of many events in which Panthera works with local communities to
present information about wild jaguars, why they do what they do, and how
to live with them. Dispelling myths and providing relatable and relevant
information along with conservation solutions is a critical component to the
conservation of wild cats.

For more information on Panthera's jaguar program, please visit
http://www.panthera.org/jaguar programs projects.html.
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Conservation in Politics: Gaining Ground in Costa
Rica

Panthera's jaguar conservation plan
in Costa Rica involves a high level
of community participation, and
Panthera's Roberto Salom
continues to engage local NGOs,
community groups, and coalitions
in an effort to build a broad yet
critical support base for jaguar
protection. Due to Roberto's efforts
in the Volcanica Central-Talmanca
Corridor, which is important jaguar
habitat, he was recently elected
president of the Local Council.
Panthera is elated with this new
posting which will allow him to
further our mission of protecting
jaguars in collaboration with the
local community in the region.
Local buy-in for conservation is . KZeller/Panthera
integral to achieving conservation
success. Well done Roberto!

Conservation Without Borders

Please click here to read "Conservation Without Borders", an article in
Solutions Magazine highlighting Panthera's work with ranching
communities in the Pantanal, Brazil.

Artists: Creative Partners for Conservation

Panthera is always inspired by the ways in which people show their
commitment to conservation, and we are proud to share that British
sculptor David Mayer has pledged to donate ten percent of proceeds from
his spectacular and unique bronze leopard sculpture (above) to Panthera's
conservation programs. For more information, please visit

http://www.davidmayersculpture.com/.

From the literature corner, independent journalist and author, Richard
Mabhler, has pledged to split ten percent of book royalties generated from his

riveting book: The Jaguar's Shadow: Searching for a Mythic Cat between

Panthera and the Wildlife Conservation Society.

For more information on Panthera's partners, please visit:
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CansgCats: Never Too Young to Make a Difference

We have featured this story before, about Justin and Kate Kopp, who
ingeniously started their own conservation enterprise collecting cans and
donating funds from recycling to cat conservation. Panthera is their lucky
recipient - and they just keep on giving! Over the holiday season, instead of
holiday gifts, Justin and Kate asked their parents to go to Belize to see where
wild jaguars live and to visit the first ever jaguar preserve - Cockscomb - set
up by Dr. Alan Rabinowitz. They even had a close and personal jaguar
encounter at the Belize Zoo! Thanks Justin and Kate, for getting involved,
making a difference, and sharing our passion for wild cats! For more
information and photos of Justin and Kate's trip to Belize, please visit their
website: http://cans4cats.com/

Scientific Publications

Panthera staff have published several scientific articles in the past month,
including:

Felid reintroduction using captive founders: poor science and worst
practices, by Luke Hunter and Alan Rabinowitz, Cat News;

Stop the bleeding: implementing a strategic Tiger Conservation
Protocol, by Alan Rabinowitz, Cat News.

Edge effects and the impact of non-protected areas in carnivore
conservation: leopards in the Phinda-Mkhuze Complex, South Africa, by
Guy Balme, Rob Slotow and Luke Hunter, Animal Conservation. This article
was also featured in Conservation Maven, an online resource dedicated to
raising awareness about new studies in conservation.

To read these and other publications by Panthera staff, please visit
http://www.panthera.org/scientific publications.html.

Call for Proposals

Twice a year, Panthera accepts applications for scientific research projects
focused on addressing the in situ conservation needs of the world's
endangered wild cats. We are now accepting proposals through March 1st,
2010.

For more information on our grant programs and how to apply, please
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visit www.panthera.org/grants.html.

To learn more about Panthera and how you can
help save the world's wild cats, visit:
www.panthera.org

To see more 'Panthera in the News', please visit:

http://www.panthera.org/news_and_ events.html
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