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Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Costa Rica’s former 
Minister of Environment and Energy, will receive the 
Rabinowitz-Kaplan Prize for his work in jaguar 
conservation on October 29th. 

Cherie Wasoff, Director of Development for Panthera 
confirmed that Panthera arose in the past three years 
to promote the conservation of 36 species of cats 
around the world. 

According to the judges, this time the reward 
“recognizes the work and leadership of Costa Rica’s 
former Minister in developing the world-renowned 
program known as Payments for Environmental 
Services in Costa Rica, a program that has restored 
and preserved forests of global importance for jaguar 
conservation.” 

The Panthera Foundation added that this award also 
honors the contribution of the Costa Rican people in 
the creation of the Mesoamerican Jaguar Corridor. 
The Mesoamerican corridor joined together eight 
countries to promote the free movement of jaguar 
populations between them.  

A single jaguar requires, at least, 30, 000 hectares of 
land to disperse continually and survive.   

The $50,000 prize will be awarded to Rodriguez at a 
reception in New York.    


